I° Case Study:
MY AcceSS. . Hawaii Department of Education

The Challenge

As part of its Educational Technology Plan, the Hawaii Department of Education (HIDOE) encourages its schools to implement one-to-one
instructional solutions in classrooms throughout Hawaii to increase student achievement. A requisite of any such solution is that it needs to
incorporate technology and create an infrastructure to support education in the 21st century by turning classrooms into an interactive,
hands-on environment that engages learners.

The Solution

Working with Apple Computer and Network 2000, Vantage Learning proposed that the HIDOE test the impact of a one-to-one learning
environment in selected elementary, middle and high school Language Arts classes. The solution included Apple Laptop Mobile Carts con-
taining 25 Apple iBook computers loaded with the award-winning MY Access!® web-based writing assessment and instructional tool. MY
Access! diagnoses and assesses the writing ability of students and provides teachers with significantly more time to teach writing instruction
to students while monitoring student progress over time.

Professional development was a key component of the program’s success. To maximize educators’ commitment to using MY Access! in
their schools and classrooms, three professional development training workshops were conducted onsite by Network 2000 so teachers could
become familiar with, and proficient in, the new software. The Network 2000 professional development team consisted of certified trainers
who were trained by Vantage Learning.

The Results

HIDOE was particularly impressed by the opportunity to create a one-to-one learning environment in the classroom, and liked that MY
Access! provided students with immediate feedback to help them become independent learners. By using MY Access!, schools were able to
develop and implement a comprehensive writing program that wouldn’t become burdensome to teachers.

Three schools — Noelani Elementary School, Washington Middle School and Roosevelt High School — participated in the initial
implementation program. “In a very short period of time, MY Access! has helped to transform the quality of our student writing,” notes
Mr. Fred Yoshinaga, the principal at Noelani Elementary School. “Our teachers quickly declared that MY Access! provided a ‘high-quality
writing teacher’ for every student.”

1) All three participating schools conducted pre- and post-tests of
Comparison of Percentages of Students Rated student writing between December 2005 and May 2006, with the
P e e g objective of measuring the effectiveness of MY Access! to
Profltleni ' Pre‘ (llld POST—TBSI j_rnprove writi_ng skills.

@ Pre-Test ® Over the course of 6 months, 762 students wrote a total of 9,526

1 Post-Test 949% essays. The average number of essays written per student during
100% i this time peri)od was 13. ‘ .
81% ® The students’ average essay score increased nearly 20%, from 3.33
80% L to 4.79 on a 6-point scale.
80% ® Lach participating school saw a substantial decrease in the
percentage of students deemed “at risk” and a corresponding
60% increase in the percentage of students deemed “proficient”. The
3% 48% combined proficiency increase for all three schools was 36%.
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2) Noelani Elementary School saw substantial gains in students’
writing achievement.

20%

% ® By the end of the program, Noelani students in grades 3 to 6

0% posted a substantial overall score gain of 19.70%.

® 80% of the students met writing proficiency in the post-test,
compared to only 37% of the students meeting writing proficiency
in the pre-test.
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