


The O.A.S.I.S. Staff, including Dr. Forrester 

Quick Facts

Who: O.A.S.I.S. High School 
Preparatory Academy 

What: Urban fringe of a
mid-size city

Where: Escambia County 
School District, Pensacola, 
Florida

When: MY Access! user 
since 2006

Why: To prepare students at 
this alternative school for 
academically and socially 
challenged students who are 
at least two years below grade 
level for the rigors high school

How Many: Approximately 
72 students
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 This year, O.A.S.I.S. was determined 
to shine through. To prepare for the 
FCAT Writing, school officials decided to 
make better use of a program that had 
already been implemented in the 
classroom – the MY Access!® 
instructional writing program.

Vantage Learning’s MY Access!, a 
Web-based writing tool that provides 
immediate diagnostic feedback on 
student writing, is used by more than 
one million students nationwide. The 
program encourages students to revise 
and improve their writing by providing 
instant feedback on grammar, focus and 
meaning, organization, content and 
development, language use and style, 
and overall writing proficiency. All 
O.A.S.I.S. students diligently used MY 
Access! this year to prepare for the FCAT 
Writing; each completed 37 essays to 
practice for the final test. Examples of 
students’ favorite topics included:  The 
Effects of Substance Abuse; School 
Rules: Eating in the Classroom; and How 
to Handle a Bully.  The final results were 
astounding.

“Our students scored 100% 
proficient this year on the writing portion 
of the FCAT exam,” said Ruth Forrester. 
“Since many of our students are 
low-learners, we needed something that 
not only assisted their learning, but also 
made it fun and kept their attention. MY 
Access! really paid off in the end.”  

In fact, the O.A.S.I.S. High School 
Preparatory Academy was the only 
school in both the Santa Rosa and 
Escambia school districts to receive 
100% on the writing portion of the FCAT 
exam.  Students must score 3.5 or above 
on the FCAT Writing essay to be 
considered at a minimally acceptable 
level; all of the 8th grade students at 
O.A.S.I.S. met or exceeded this level, 
achieving an average score of 4.6 on a 
5-point scale.

There are fifteen other public and 
private middle schools in Escambia 
County.  Of these, O.A.S.I.S. ranked an 
impressive 4th in Reading proficiency for 
the sixth grade, which is higher than 
either the district or state average and 
second in learning gains. The seventh 
grade was eighth highest in the district 
in proficiency and tied for second in the 
most learning gains.  The eighth grade 
was seventh highest in the district in 
proficiency and had the highest learning 
gains of all middle schools.

MY Access! - and technology in the 
classroom in general - is a tool that is 
only as valuable as the teachers using it, 
and is not designed or intended to 
replace the teacher.  It is up to the 
teacher to blend the dynamic program 
into classroom instruction; and the 
teachers at O.A.S.I.S. did just that – 
leading to the tremendous test results 
this year.

For many, O.A.S.I.S. is a last shot at 
getting into high school. Students must 
maintain at least a C average to stay in 
the academy and reach the 8th grade 
level to graduate and move on to the 
regular high school. With a large 
majority of its students continuing to 
high school, O.A.S.I.S. has been a great 
success.    

“All of our students told us that if it 
hadn't for O.A.S.I.S., they would have 
quit this year upon turning sixteen,” Dr. 
Forrester commented. “One student told 
us on graduation day that O.A.S.I.S. was 
the turning point of her life. She learned 
how to be successful and what people 
mean when they say 'knowledge is 
power'. It is the power to determine 
your own destiny and the feeling of 
success is overwhelming!  The large 
majority said they would have never 
made it to high school without O.A.S.I.S. 
and now they have the knowledge and 
self esteem to make it.  They said now 
they know they can learn!”

An O.A.S.I.S. for Great Writers!

tudents from Escambia County and the 
surrounding areas were recently given 
the chance of a lifetime – an opportunity 
to rewrite their future. 

Two years ago, Dr. Ruth Forrester, a 
teacher in the Escambia School District, 
set her mind to saving the children who 
were slowly falling through the cracks of 
the education system, and was 
determined to create an environment 
that would help low-learner students 
thrive academically.  Forrester proposed 
the O.A.S.I.S. High School Preparatory 
Academy, an alternative academic 
school for low-learner middle school 
students, sidelined by academic 
problems, social issues, or illness. With 
only a few similar schools nationwide, 
the academy opened its doors two 
years ago and has guided countless 
students in the right direction ever 
since.

Comprised of 72 students between 
6th and 8th grade, the Pensacola-based 
school knew they needed plenty of help 
to place its students on the right track to 
continue on to high school.  O.A.S.I.S. 
relied on technology to assist teachers 
and get students, many of who were 
performing nearly two years below their 
expected grade level, up to speed. With 
18 computers in each classroom, Dr. 
Forrester describes O.A.S.I.S. as a very 

high-tech school that makes use of 
many computer programs to aid 
students in the classroom.  

However, even with the aid of 
technology, the school’s FCAT results for 
its first year were a huge 
disappointment. The Florida 
Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) 
is a state-mandated examination that is 
administered to students in Grades 
3-11.  Student performance is 
benchmarked against the state’s 
standards in mathematics, reading, 
science, and writing; schools are rated 
based on whether their students met or 
failed to meet the minimally acceptable 
level on the FCAT.

While the students showed 
improvement on the FCAT exam, the 
school nonetheless received an “F”.  The 
state of Florida did not have a policy in 
place to grade such an innovative 
academic school of low learners and 
instead graded the school on the 
mainstream school rubric.  This resulted 
in the O.A.S.I.S. Academy being 
deemed an alternative academic school 
for the 2006-2007 school year; the 
students’, teachers’, and Dr. Forrester’s 
hard work was not recognized.   
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