


They Came. They Wrote. They Conquered (the Language Barrier).

Recognizing the advantages of having storytelling to nonfiction writing to (DSTP) test scores, and in their
students receive feedback in their native questions about literary works that are willingness to write and express
language, the district added MY Access! being read in class. Brenda recently themselves in English.

for use by ELL students beginning in chose to write about the advantages of At Conrad, Jonathan and Brenda
2003. At Conrad, the students write single-sex schools, quickly became
their essays in English, and receive while Jonathan just shining examples of

feedback in Spanish. completed his own “Since we started using how hard work, the
“Since we started using MY Access!, biography in MY desire to succeed, and
I've seen a dramatic difference in my Access!. MY Access!, I've seen a the willingness to
students’ eagerness to write—they're In fact, Jonathan dramatic difference in learn and use new
excited to hop on the computers and do and Brenda have technology are tools
their work. Many of my students come stopped using the my students’ eagerness that can help any ELL
from countries where they had little Spanish feedback . , . student overcome any
contact with computers. MY Access! feature, and now write to w"te—they re excited barriers that a new
gives them the chance to perfect their and receive instruction ~ to hop on the computers language can present.
writing skills, whlle‘also Rerfectlng their co.mpletely in English. and do their work.” I ?m §o proud of
technology and typing skills, all of This has helped them,” said Ms.
which are so important for kids today,” advance their reading s Prilliman. “They have
Prilliman continued. and writing to a much worked so hard and
Jonathan and Brenda, in particular, higher level, at or above their current have come so far. | am also so happy
have shown marked improvement, grade on many projects. with MY Access! for giving them the
confidence and enthusiasm in their The proof is in the results. Since confidence to see in themselves what
writing. From initially scoring 1s and 2s Conrad incorporated MY Access! into its we saw in them all along.”
on MY Access! assignments, both have bilingual ELL program four years ago,
raised their scores to 4s and 5s, due to teachers have seen a marked
their determination, hard work and improvement both in students’
tremendous guidance from their Delaware Student Testing Program — Quick Facts
teachers. “You love to see that 5,” said Who: Red Clay Consolidated

Jonathan. “It makes me feel good.” School District

Brenda added that she feels proud
when she gets her feedback, and this
makes her want to write even more,
especially at home and in her free time.
“I love writing about what [ see,” she
said. “I pass something in the car, or on
a walk, and | immediately write about it.
Writing gives me a chance to express
myself that | don’t usually get.”
Jonathan enjoys writing about his own
experiences: family, friends, and other

What: Urban fringe of a
large city

Where: New Castle County,
Delaware

When: MY Access! user
since 2002

Why: To help all students
improve their skills and
confidence when it comes to
writing, and help them embark
on a successful education

Students and teachers from Richardson
Park Elementary, one of Red Clay’s 13
elementary schools, are all smiles after

happenings in his life. completing a MY Access! assignment. How Many: Approximately
MY Access! features more than 600 MY Access! instruction is available to £ S G T Sl 3, 6

essay topics that cover a variety of select students in the district in grades 7and 8

subjects ranging from creative 5-8.
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