It Takes a Village to Raise a Writer!

positive response from teachers and the
improvement in students’ overall
writing, the district purchased additional

MY Access! licenses

development programs are those that
use powerful teaching and learning
tools for an overall positive impact on

student achievement.

for more than 5,000
students in grades
4-12. As MY Access!
use increases
throughout the
district, educators
continue to witness
improved student
literacy rates

and—Dbest of

“MY Access!
has united our
town around a

love for learning
and language.”

Both the district and
the Foundation have
embraced this ideal,
and have committed
to the best possible
teacher training and
implementation of MY
Accessl.

As part of the

grant, 15 teachers

all—increased student
appreciation for, and enjoyment of, the
writing process.

After seeing the success of the
program in the schools, the Ann Arbor
Public Schools Educational Foundation
allocated $50,000 for its literacy
campaign, encompassing both student
licenses for MY Access! and professional
development for staff in 33 schools.

Educational leadership has long

recognized that effective professional

from Ann Arbor Public
Schools will receive in-depth training on
the MY Access! program, which
includes interactive research
components, detailed data on student
progress, and lively exercises. These
teachers will then train other teachers as
well as representatives from local
learning centers, after-school groups,
and other non-profit organizations who
will provide students with free

high-speed Internet access and

7

.

after-school tutoring at their facilities.
“MY Access! has united our town
around a love for learning and language
and has quickly become the driving
force behind this unique community
partnership,” says Wendy Correll,
Executive Director of Ann Arbor Public
Schools Educational Foundation. “The
fun, inspirational program gives
everyone the opportunity to make a
difference, whether you're the student
building new writing skills, the teacher
enhancing the classroom environment,
or the volunteer helping kids with their
homework. It’s an incredible way to
engage all of our citizens in public
education, and endow our students with

critical communication skills.”

— Quick Facts

Who: Ann Arbor Public Schools
and AAPS Educational Foundation

What: Mid-Size City
Where: The City of Ann Arbor, MI

When: MY Access! user
since 2004

Why: AAPS Educational
Foundation’s Literacy Campaign
to enhance student’s writing and
produce better results across the
curriculum.

How Many: Approximately 5,000
students in 33 schools
district-wide.
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