
NYS Regents Test Success

The Challenge
Improving the Performance of At-Risk 
Students on the New York State ELA 
Regents Exam
In order to graduate, high school students 
in New York State must pass a series of 
rigorous academic assessments, including 
the six-hour English Language Arts (ELA) 
Regents Exam.  This test requires 
students to write four essays that assess 
their ability to read, write and listen for 
information and understanding; literary 
response and expression; critical analysis 
and evaluation; and social interaction.  
Test-takers who fail are prevented from 
graduating.

The Solution
Vantage Learning’s Test Success 
Professional Development Program 
for the NYS ELA Regents Exam
Vantage Learning’s NYS Regents Test 
Success program combines innovative, 
research-based best practices for student 
learning and educational training with the 
use of the award-winning MY Access!® 

instructional writing program to help 
teachers fully prepare their students for 
the eleventh grade ELA Regents Exam.
By presenting a tightly focused 
intervention strategy, the NYS Regents 
Test Success program is designed to 
develop skills that will not only prime 

students for the Regents, but will also 
carry over into all aspects of the 
curriculum. While the materials and 
techniques are applicable to all students, 
this program primarily targets students 
that, without some crucial intervention, are 
at risk of failing the ELA Regents Exam.  

By participating in the NYS Regents Test 
Success program, teachers will develop 
critically important instructional skills and 
strategies that will help students:
•  Better manage time 
•  Develop and utilize critical thinking 

skills
•  Analyze tasks for requirements and 

contexts
•  Recognize and respond to different 

content structures  
•  Mark text and write chapter titles for 

reading comprehension
•  Establish proofs for their answers
•  Preview, read and review writing 

samples of various genres
•  Apply literary terms to on-demand texts
•  Plan and organize extended responses 
•  Draft extended responses
•  Take effective listening notes
•  Read across texts

During the course of the program, Vantage 
Literacy Specialists will demonstrate how 
to use the MY Access! instructional writing 
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“I believe that the Regents exams 
will actually lead to better teaching. 

They will compel teachers to help 
students learn and apply their 

knowledge and ultimately determine 
whether students have met 

academic standards.”
- Linda S. Sanford, IBM New York State Senior State 

Executive, The Business Council of New York State, Inc.
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About MY Access!®

MY Access!® is an award-winning, web-delivered instructional program that diagnoses and assesses the writing 
ability of students in grades 4-12 and at the college level.  With MY Access!, students are motivated to write more 
and attain higher scores on writing assessments. The program’s powerful scoring engine grades students’ essays 
instantly and provides targeted feedback, freeing teachers from grading thousands of papers by hand and giving 
them more time to conduct differentiated instruction and curriculum planning.

program as the framework for preparing 
students to answer the four writing tasks on 
the NYS ELA Regents Exam.  Specifically, 
educators will master strategies for using 
MY Access! to address NYS Learning 
Standards 1 (“Students will read, write, 
listen, and speak for information and 
understanding”), 2 (“Students will read, 
write, listen and speak for literary response 
and expression”) and 3 (“Students will read, 
write, listen and speak for critical analysis 
and evaluation”). All writing topics 
contained within MY Access! are fully 
aligned to the NYS Learning Standards.

Following is the typical agenda:

Day 1
Participants will learn to navigate MY 
Access! and use MY Access! to support 
instruction on Task 4.  On Task 4, students 
are provided with a brief quotation (the 
critical lens), which is used as the basis for 
an essay interpreting two literary works of 
their choice, often ones read in class.

Day 2 
Participants will learn to use MY Access! to 
support instruction for Task 4 (continued) 
and Task 3.  On Task 3, students write an 
essay on a general theme from two 
different documents – a work of prose and 
a poem. Students also answer ten 
multiple-choice questions. 

Day 3
Participants will learn to use MY Access! to 
support instruction for Task 2 and 1. On 
Task 2, students write a second persuasive 
essay.  In addition, they answer ten 

multiple-choice questions, incorporating 
information based on two documents – a 
written passage typically almost two pages 
in length and a chart or table. On Task 1, a 
passage is read aloud twice; students may 
take notes.  Students then answer six 
multiple-choice questions and write a 
persuasive essay, following specific 
guidelines. 

Days 4, 5 and 6
These three days are devoted to 
coaching/mentoring, which involves 
working with teachers and students in the 
classroom in “real time” on: 
•  Lesson planning
•  Demonstration lessons on instructional 

strategies for teaching prewriting and/or 
revising for Tasks 2, 3 and 4

•  Debriefing & evaluation

Contact Information
To learn more about NYS Regents Test 
Success program, please contact:

Dr. Sydelle Mason
Director of Professional Services
Vantage Learning
110 Terry Drive, Suite 100
Newtown, PA 18940
PHONE: 800-230-2213 x. 1121 or 
267-756-1121
FAX: 215-579-8391
smason@vantage.com
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