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The Challenge 
Improve Academic Achievement 
across the Curriculum
Experts agree that when reading and 
writing are taught together, thinking and 
learning are enhanced and overall 
academic achievement is improved.  
Key cognitive strategies such as 
reflecting, evaluating and revising 
underlie both the writing and reading 
processes and form the core of the 
writing/reading connection.
  
The Solution
Using MY Access!® to Strengthen 
the Reading/Writing Connection
The MY Access!® online writing 
instructional tool contains writing topics 
(prompts) based on literary fiction and 
nonfiction classics, such as articles, 
essays, poems, plays, short stories and 
prose, that are typically part of a high 
school language arts curriculum, making 
it easy for teachers to assign essays 
based on literature the class is studying.  
Assignments range from an analysis of 
a story’s title, plot or characters to 
writing a narrative about an article to 
comparing and contrasting works by 
various poets/authors, and encourage 
students to make cross-curricular 

connections between reading and 
writing.  Cross-curricular prompts in 
areas such as social studies, history, 
geography and science are also 
available.

The prompts within MY Access! are 
aligned to state reading and writing 
standards on an ongoing basis in order 
to accurately reflect the current 
language arts curriculum in today’s 
schools.  In addition, the prompts are 
aligned to these following widely-used 
textbook series:

Glencoe Literature, The Readers 
Choice (Grade 10)
Hampton Brown, High Point Levels A, B 
& C (Grades 6-8)
Harcourt Trophies (Grade 5)
Holt Elements of Literature series 
(Grades 6-12)
McDougal Littell, Bridges to Literature 
series (Grades 6-8)
Open Court series (Elementary)
Prentice Hall Timeless Voices, 
Timeless Themes series (Grades 6-12)
Scholastic Read 180, rBook - Stage B 
(Middle School) 
Scott Foresman Reading (Grades 4-6)

Strengthening the Writing and Reading Connection 

“There are three intellectual skills that 
students develop when they write about 

what they have read: summarization, 
analysis, and prediction.”

- Douglas B. Reeves, Ph.D., 

Reason to Write, Elementary School Edition, 2002
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About MY Access!®
 
MY Access!® is an award-winning, web-delivered instructional tool that diagnoses and assesses the writing ability of 
students in grades 4-12 and at the college level.  With MY Access!, students are motivated to write more and attain 
higher scores on writing assessments. The program’s powerful scoring engine grades students’ essays instantly and 
provides targeted feedback, freeing teachers from grading thousands of papers by hand and giving them more time to 
conduct differentiated instruction and curriculum planning.

Following is a complete listing of the 
literary works for the high school 
level on which MY Access! prompts 
are based.

Poems
Carroll, Lewis. “Jabberwocky” 
Dickinson, Emily. “I'm Nobody! Who 
Are You?” 
Eliot, T.S. “The Love Song of J. 
Alfred Prufrock”
Harjo, Joy. “Remember” 
Herrick, Robert. “To Daffodils” 
Hughes, Langston. “I, Too” 
Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth. “The 
Tide Rises, The Tide Falls”
Homer. “The Odyssey, An Epic” 
Marlowe, Christopher. “The 
Passionate Shepherd to His Love” 
Neruda, Pablo. “Tonight I Can Write”   
Plath, Sylvia. “Mirror” 
Raleigh, Sir Walter. “The Nymph's 
Reply to the Shepherd” 
VanDruten, John. “I Remember 
Mama” 
Whitman, Walt. “I Hear America 
Singing” 
Wordsworth, William. “Daffodils” 
  
Articles, Essays & Short Stories
Chaucer, Geoffrey. “The Canterbury 
Tales” 
Chopin, Kate. “The Story of an Hour 
- The Joy that Kills” 
Cisneros, Sandra. “Geraldo No Last 
Name”
Collier, Eugenia. “Marigolds” 
Connell, Richard.  “The Most 
Dangerous Game”

Dahl, Roald. “Lamb to the 
Slaughter” 
de Maupassant, Guy. “The 
Necklace” 
Emerson, Ralph Waldo. “Nature” 
Hawthorne, Nathaniel. “The 
Minister's Black Veil” 
King, Martin Luther Jr. “Letter from 
the Birmingham Jail” 
London, Jack. “The Story of an 
Eyewitness” 
Malamud, Bernard. “The First 
Seven Years”
Thurber, James. “The Secret Life of 
Walter Mitty” 
Walker, Alice. “Everyday Use” 
 
Plays
Hansberry, Lorraine. “A Raisin in the 
Sun”
Ibsen, Henrik. “A Doll's House” 
Miller, Arthur. “The Crucible” 
Shakespeare, William. “Henry IV” 
Shakespeare, William. “Julius 
Caesar” 
Shakespeare, William. “Macbeth” 
Shakespeare, William. “Much Ado 
About Nothing” 
Shakespeare, William. “Othello” 
Shakespeare, William. “Romeo and 

Juliet” 
Williams, Tennessee. “The Glass 
Menagerie” 
 
Books – Fiction and Nonfiction
Albom, Mitch. Tuesdays with Morrie 
Bradbury, Ray. Fahrenheit 451 
Bradbury, Ray. The Sound of 
Thunder 
de Cervantes, Miguel. Don Quixote 
Conrad, Joseph. The Heart of 
Darkness 
Esquivel, Laura. Like Water for 
Chocolate 
Fitzgerald, F. Scott. The Great 
Gatsby 
Golding, William. Lord of the Flies 
Hawthorne, Nathaniel. The Scarlet 
Letter 
Irving, Washington. The Legend of 
Sleepy Hollow 
Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird 
Orwell, George. 1984 
Shelley, Mary. Frankenstein 
Steinbeck, John. Of Mice and Men 
Swift, Jonathan. Gulliver's Travels 
Twain, Mark. The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn 
Wiesel, Elie. Night 
White, TH. The Sword in the Stone 
 

Getting Started

Call 800-230-2213 to schedule a live product demonstration
Attend a regularly scheduled webinar about MY Access!
Visit www.vantagelearning.com/myaccess/ for more information
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