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The Challenge 
Improve Academic Achievement 
across the Curriculum
Experts agree that when reading and writing are 
taught together, thinking and learning are 
enhanced and overall academic achievement is 
improved.  Key cognitive strategies such as 
reflecting, evaluating and revising underlie both 
the writing and reading processes and form the 
core of the writing/reading connection.
  
The Solution
Using MY Access!® to Strengthen the 
Reading/Writing Connection
The MY Access!® online writing instructional tool 
contains writing topics (prompts) based on literary 
fiction and nonfiction classics, such as articles, 
essays, poems, plays, short stories and prose, that 
are typically part of a middle school language arts 
curriculum, making it easy for teachers to assign 
essays based on literature the class is studying.  
Assignments range from an analysis of a story’s 
title, plot or characters to writing a narrative about 
an article to comparing and contrasting works by 
various poets/authors, and encourage students to 
make cross-curricular connections between 
reading and writing.  Cross-curricular prompts in 
areas such as social studies, history, geography 
and science are also available.

The prompts within MY Access! are aligned to state 
reading and writing standards on an ongoing basis 
in order to accurately reflect the current language 
arts curriculum in today’s schools.  In addition, the 
prompts are aligned to these following widely-used 
textbook series:

Glencoe Literature, The Readers Choice 
(Grade 10)
Hampton Brown, High Point Levels A, B & C 
(Grades 6-8)

Harcourt Trophies (Grade 5)
Holt Elements of Literature series (Grades 6-12)
McDougal Littell, Bridges to Literature series 
(Grades 6-8)
Open Court series (Elementary)
Prentice Hall Timeless Voices, Timeless
Themes series (Grades 6-12)
Scholastic Read 180, rBook - Stage B (Middle 
School) 
Scott Foresman Reading (Grades 4-6)

Following is a complete listing of the literary works 
for the middle school level on which MY Access! 
prompts are based.
  
Poems
Cisneros, Sandra. “Abuelito Who” 
Hesse, Karen. “Losing Livie” 
Hughes, Langston. “Madam and the Rent Man” 
Hughes, Langston. “Mother to Son” 
Neruda, Pablo. “Ode to an Artichoke” 
Noyes, Alfred. “The Highwayman” 
Poe, Edgar Allan. “Annabel Lee” 
Service, Robert. “The Cremation of Sam McGee”

Articles, Essays & Short Stories
Aiken, Joan. “The Third Wish” 
Alvarez, Julia. “Names/Nombres” 
Bradbury, Ray. “All Summer in a Day” 
Burditt, Joan. “What’s Really in a Name?” 
Burt, Simon. “I Just Kept on Smiling” 
Cisneros, Sandra. “Eleven” 
Cisneros, Sandra. “A Rice Sandwich” 
Cortazar, Julio. “End of the Game” 
Gardner, Mona. “The Dinner Party” 
George, Gim. “The Brother I Never Had” 
Haskins, Jim. “Matthew Henson: At the Top of the 
World”
Henry, O. “After Twenty Years” 
Henry, O. “A Retrieved Reformation” 
Jacobs, W W. “The Monkey's Paw” 

 
 

Strengthening the Writing and Reading Connection 

“There are three intellectual skills that 
students develop when they write about 

what they have read: summarization, 
analysis, and prediction.”

- Douglas B. Reeves, Ph.D., 

Reason to Write, Elementary School Edition, 2002
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About MY Access!®
 
MY Access!® is an award-winning, web-delivered instructional tool that diagnoses and assesses the writing ability of students in grades 
4-12 and at the college level.  With MY Access!, students are motivated to write more and attain higher scores on writing assessments. 
The program’s powerful scoring engine grades students’ essays instantly and provides targeted feedback, freeing teachers from grading 
thousands of papers by hand and giving them more time to conduct differentiated instruction and curriculum planning.

Jewett, Sarah Orne.  “The Tree”
Johnson, Dorothy M. “Too Soon a 
Woman” 
London, Jack. “The King of Mazy May” 
McCaffrey, Anne. “The Smallest 
Dragonboy”
Munro, Alice. “Day of the Butterfly” 
Nesaule, Agate. “Exile Eyes”
Neugeboren, Jay. “The Zodiacs” 
Nilou. “Everybody is Different, but the 
Same Too” 
Poe, Edgar Allen. “The Tell-Tale Heart” 
Potok, Chaim. “Zebra” 
Rivera, Tomas. “Zoo Island” 
Robinson, Kim Stanley. “Colony in the 
Sky” 
Sellew, Catherine F. “How Odin Lost His 
Eye” 
Soto, Gary. “Seventh Grade” 
Steele, Max. “The Cat and the Coffee 
Drinkers” 
Stockton, Frank R. “The Lady or the 
Tiger?” 
Tan, Amy. “Fish Cheeks”
Tan, Amy. “Two Kinds” 
Villanueva, Alma Luz. “The Sand Castle” 
Vonnegut, Kurt. “Harrison Bergeron” 
Whitebird, Mary. “Ta-Na-E-Ka” 
 
Books – Fiction and Nonfiction
Adams, Richard. Watership Down 
Armstrong, Jennifer. Shipwreck at the 
Bottom of the World 
Aronson, Marc. Sir Walter Raleigh and 
the Quest for El Dorado 
Auch, Mary Jane. Ashes of Roses 
Avi. The True Confessions of Charlotte 
Doyle 
Balcells, Jacqueline. The Enchanted 
Raisin 
Blos, Joan W. A Gathering of Days 
Blumberg, Rhoda. The Incredible Journey 
of Lewis and Clark 
Bosse, Malcolm. The Examination 
Chambers, Veronica. Amistad Rising 

Christie, Agatha. Death on the Nile 
Collier, James L. My Brother Sam is Dead 
Cooper, Susan. Over Sea, Under Stone 
Creech, Sharon. Walk Two Moons 
Denenberg, Barry. Stealing Home: The 
Story of Jackie Robinson 
Farmer, Nancy. A Girl Named Disaster 
Fine, Anne. Flour Babies 
Fradin, Dennis Brindell and Judith Bloom 
Fradin. Ida B. Wells: Mother of the Civil 
Rights Movement 
Frank, Anne. The Diary of Anne Frank 
Frank, Anne. Tales from the Secret Annex 
Fritz, Jean. Homesick: My Own Story 
Freedman, Russell. Eleanor Roosevelt: A 
Life of Discovery 
Freedman, Russell. Lincoln: A 
Photobiography 
Freedman, Russell. The Wright Brothers: 
How They Invented the Airplane 
George, Jean Craighead. Julie of the 
Wolves 
Goodall, Jane. The Chimpanzees I Love: 
Saving Their World and Ours 
Hesse, Karen. Out of the Dust 
Hinton, S.E. The Outsiders 
Jackson, Donna M. The Bone Detectives 
Juster, Norton. The Phantom Tollbooth 
Keyes, Daniel. Flowers for Algernon 
Kipling, Rudyard. Rikki-Tikki-Tavi 
Konigsburg, E. L. The View from 
Saturday 
Lasky, Kathryn. Beyond The Divide 
Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird 
Le Guin, Ursula K. A Wizard of Earthsea 
L'Engle, Madeleine.  A Wrinkle in Time 

Lewis, C.S. The Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe 
London, Jack. The Call of the Wild 
Lowry, Lois. The Giver 
Mandela, Nelson. Long Walk to Freedom 
Marrin, Albert. Sitting Bull and His World 
Myers, Walter Dean. Hoops 
Myers, Walter Dean. The Scorpions 
Nickerson, Jonathan. Call to Freedom, 
Beginnings to 1914 
O'Brien, Robert C. Mrs. Frisby and the 
Rats of NIMH 
O'Dell, Scott.  Island of the Blue Dolphins 
Paulsen, Gary. Woodsong 
Philbrick, Rodman. The Mighty 
Sachar, Louis. Holes 
Salisbury, Graham. Lord of the Deep 
San Souci, Robert D. Young Arthur 
Tanaka, Shelley. Lost Temple of the 
Aztecs 
Taylor, Mildred D. The Gold Cadillac 
Taylor, Mildred D. Roll of Thunder, Hear 
My Cry 
Twain, Mark. The Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer 
Voigt, Cynthia. Dicey's Song 
Watkins, Yoko Kawashima. So Far From 
the Bamboo Grove 
Wisniewski, David. Sundiata, Lion King of 
Mali 
Woodson, Jacqueline. Miracle's Boys 
Wunsch, Susi Trautmann. The 
Adventures of Sojourner 
Yep, Laurence. Ribbons 
Zoehfeld, Kathleen Weidner. Dinosaur 
Parents, Dinosaur Young 

Getting Started

Call 800-230-2213 to schedule a live product demonstration
Attend a regularly scheduled webinar about MY Access!
Visit www.vantagelearning.com/myaccess/ for more information
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